
Here is what’s happening at the YMCA – SEPTEMBER 2015 

So much is going on here at the Y. First of all, our board of directors made the financial 

commitment to repair all of the aging flat roof. That’s right --- we will be able to replace the 

stained ceiling tiles as soon as next week, once the flat roof is done and we can count on no 

more leaks!  The cost of repairing the flat room is about $90,000. Last year, we replaced all 

of the sloped roof with a $100,000 grant from the Healthcare Foundation. 

We also replaced the drain covers in the main pool in August. That’s why the pool was 

closed for a week to drain, repair and refill. Having entrapment-free drain covers is a federal 

law, and we were out of compliance for the Main Pool, because replacement covers were 

not available for the drains we have. We were finally able to get retrofit kits to make the 

pool compliant. The Activity Pool and the Warm Water Pool drain covers were replaced a 

few years ago. 

Also, we sent out an e-mailed satisfaction survey to the members we have e-mail addresses 

for (about 1,000) and received a strong reply. We are now working on the results and 

comments to provide better member service. If you would like to receive the next survey, 

please give the front desk staff your e-mail address. 

The YMCA is involved with this year’s Give More 24 campaign on Sept. 24. Any donation you 

make online will be eligible for matching funds, stretch dollars and non-profit bonuses to 

help support YMCA programs. If you’d like to support the YMCA, please go to Give More 24  

on Sept. 24. If you don’t want to make a donation, but would like to help, go to our 

Facebook page and share the Give More 24 information with your Facebook friends. To 

donate directly to our Y on Sept. 24, go to https://www.give-more-24/#npo/ymca-of-

southwest-washington 

We have implanted a scanner program to check the identifications of spectators and non-

members who enter our facility. This is entirely for the safety of our members, especially 

our children, and the new system had stopped several registered sex offenders into 

entering our building. In two cases, the scanner prevented someone who was a convicted 

offender from becoming a member. We understand that it is an inconvenience, but we feel 

it is worth it to keep kids safe. 

Our next annual fundraising campaign (formerly known as the Strong Kids Campaign) will be 

in February of next year. We are looking for volunteers who are willing to serve on small 



teams of fundraisers in the community. Please see Lynda Wagner if you would like to 

volunteer. 

Our Membership Director, Ashley Turner, had to leave us because of a family emergency. 

We will miss her terribly. We are in the process of hiring a new Membership Director to help 

us keep up with the membership satisfaction and all of the daily work required to keep the 

YMCA running. Please feel free to put membership suggestions in our suggestion box or ask 

for a comment form from the front desk to fill out for us. 

If you haven’t seen it, the Cascade Room has been remodeled, with help from Lowe’s. 

Please take a moment to check it out, or as a staff member to show you. The room has new 

flooring, new paint and new ceiling tiles. 

Upcoming events 

Registration is open for the YMCA Tumbleweeds Preschool for kids 3 to 5 from 9 a.m. to 

noon. Activities include math, language, literacy, science, health, arts and crafts, field trips 

and weekly swimming lessons.  

There will be a Family Sock Hop dance at the YMCA on Saturday, Sept. 19. Come dressed in 

clothes with a 1950s style, with photos and refreshments available. Cost is $10 per family 

for YMCA members and $20 per family for program members. 

Registration is now open until Oct. 10 for first through fourth grade boys and girls youth 

soccer, kindergarten boys and girls basketball league, and third through eighth grade boys 

basketball. The seasons begin Oct. 31. 

The YMCA will be offering one-day day camps for no-school days. The first on is Oct. 9 with 

a field trip to the Kids Club in Vancouver. For ages 6 to 13, $30 for members, $40 for 

program members, including entrance fees and transportation, kids need to bring a sack 

lunch. 

The YMCA is offering after-school care at three locations, Beacon Hill,  Butler Acres and 

Columbia Heights Elementary schools. The YMCA staff will be at the schools to provide a 

safe, caring and positive environment for homework help and a variety of activities, 

including some trips to the YMCA on Fridays for swimming. There are weekly and monthly 

rates, plus drop-in fees.  

The YMCA will be offering American Sign Language classes Mondays and Wednesdays 5 to 6 

p.m. from Sept. 14 to Sept. 21.  The classes are free for members and $25 for program 

members. 

Check out these events and MORE in our new fall brochure! 


